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Seeking to Prepare Students for the Real
World, Sweetwater Union High School
District Teaches Texting Over Texts

OMG! WTF? LOL!

SMOKING IN THE
BOYS’ ROOM, CAS-
TLE PARK HIGH SCHOOL, CHULA
VISTA: Can you read this sentence? Dumb
question. Better question: why bother? Put
another way: tl;dr (too long, didn’t read).

That’s the verdict reached by the Sweet-
water Union High School District following
a 15-minute study of student reading hab-
its conducted in 2008. And it’s the reason
behind the district’s decision to implement
a new, texting-based curriculum in its high
school English classes, starting this fall.
Reading lists once dominated by sentences
and paragraphs that developed an idea
through the use of hundreds (and some-
times thousands) of words now consist of
tweets, twitpics, and LOLCat phraseology.

San Diego State writing professor Glen
McClish helped the district establish its
new curriculum, though he was quick to
note that the new program was developed
by professors within the California State
University system. “This is not my pet
project,” he explained. “I'm just flushing
it down the toilet — er, setting it loose in
the wild. Or something.
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“The idea
is to prepare
students to be able to read and
respond to a wider variety of
texts,” he continued. “That’s not
to denigrate sentences, by any
means. But you don’t need to
equip most high school students
with a thorough command of
English literature. You don’t
even need to teach them things
like spelling, grammar, or punc-
tuation. For most students,
what’s really most important for
their participation in chat rooms, YouTube
comment wars, and Facebook are basic
texting and emoticon skills that allow them
to cheer and flame and photo-tag, so they
can join the conversation.”

Most teachers have welcomed the
new curriculum. “I printed up a whole
bunch of stickers that look like the ‘Like’
button from Facebook,” said Castle Park
tenth-grade English teacher Eric Montijo.
“Then I posted magazine ads all over the
blackboard and let the students put their
‘Like’ buttons on the ads they liked best.
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“Your Connection to Everything That Matters.”

Afterwards, I had them text me the reasons
why. For example: ‘Those Axe Body Spray
chix RHAWTY It’s a big shift for all of us,
but students are eager to get involved in
the discussions.”

But some educators have expressed a
sort of wistful regret. “It’s nice to feel rel-
evant again,” said Debbie Maghirang, who
has been teaching English in the district
for 300 years. “Still, I'll miss being able to
read and understand my students’ work.
It made grading seem more meaningful,
somehow.”
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Board member

In Blue Velvet,
Dean Stockwell
serenaded sexual
maniac Frank
Booth.

Greg Sandoval

at Southwestern
College after being
accused of sexual
harassment.

resigned his position

In Battlestar Superintendent
Galactica, Jesuis Gandara
Edward James  was accused

Olmos played a  of intimidation
tough admiral who by 1300 district
quelled mutiny employees who
with lethal force.  called for his firing.

In This is Spinal ~ Board member

Tap, Michael Jim Cartmill
McKean is CEO (chief
played David encourage-

St. Hubbins, a ment officer)
man who envied ~ for Cartmill
himself. Communications.
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Guacamole
makes it gay?

Hillcrest’s City Delicatessen
celebrates the overturning of
Proposition 8 by introducing the
LGBT: “Just like a regular BLT,
but with a little more style. Enjoy
it with or without irony!”

HELLINS ON HELIX!

DALANIC pranksters, possivi
inspived by success of film @The Last
Zxorcism, inoert landmark cross in dead of
nmght. County
parks commig-
sioner: “9t’s @
clear violation of
the park’s posted
sunsct cloging
time, the will of
God Almightu,
and possibly the
laws of phusics.”
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