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SD ON THE QT Almost factual news

Walter 
Mencken’s

Cenozoic Park
$15 Million Gift to San Diego Zoo Will 
Allow It to Regenerate Fabled Big Cat 
That Once Roamed California
“There is no such thing as a saber-tooth tiger.”

SPECIAL FROM THE DEPT. 
OF WHAT COULD POSSIBLY 
GO WRONG: San Diego phi-
lanthropist Conrad Prebys has 
just given the San Diego Zoo the 
largest single donation in the 
facility’s history: $15 million for 
the transformation of the zoo’s 
Big Cat Trail, among other proj-
ects. CEO Doug Myers says the 
gift will give the zoo the ability 
to finally implement its genetic 
redevelopment program in a 
way that produces visible and 
exciting results: the reintro-
duction of an extinct carnivo-
rous species into a controlled 
environment.

“From an educational stand-
point, this is a huge deal,” said 
Myers. “It’s the California state 
fossil, and still, 87 percent of 
California fourth-graders still 

think that the common name 
for Smilodon Californicus is the 
‘saber-tooth tiger.’ When, of 
course, it is not really a tiger at all. 
It is my hope that this revamped 
exhibit — which will allow zoo 
guests to view a living, breath-
ing saber-tooth cat — will help 
to clear up this stubborn mis-
conception. Everybody knows 
that tigers have stripes, and see-
ing Smilodon in all his spotted 
glory should do more good than 
a thousand boring old informa-
tional placards ever could.”

When asked what exactly 
the huge prehistoric cats would 
eat, Myers looked annoyed for 
a moment but then flashed a 
mischievous smile. “I hear they 
have a fondness for a certain 
breed of long-nosed reporter,” 
he quipped.

Native Wisdom
Motorists’ photos reveal Barona Casino billboards along Interstate 8 as the source for President Obama’s 
apparent change of policy on Libyan intervention:

Magical, far-seeing billboards also predicted both upset entries into this year’s NCAA Final Four:

Sadly, there has been no word as yet about the fate of the new stadium for the Chargers. In the meantime, 
Barona officials are discouraging the leaving of burnt offerings and grain sacrifices at the billboard site, 
and are instead asking that those seeking enlightenment (and a whole bunch of fun) make a pilgrimage 
to Barona Casino to discover the new Eyes on the Prize $200,000 Giveaway.

TRI CITY MEDICAL 
CENTER BOARD EDITION
Roseanne star 
Roseanne 
Barr blamed 
her failed 
attempt of 
the National 
Anthem in 
1990 on a cocktail of Prozac, 
Zoloft, Klonopin and other 
prescription drugs.

Boardmember 
Kathleen 
Sterling 
was accused 
of threatening 
a fellow board 
member to 

remove sanctions against her 
“or else.”

Boardmember 
Charlene 
Anderson 
was accused 
of illegally 
accessing 
prescription 
painkillers while a nurse in 2006

On The 
Office, Brian 
Baumgartner 
plays Kevin, a 
man who splits 
with the mem-
bers of his Police 
tribute band to go his own way.

In Beetlejuice, 
Catherine 
O’Hara 
played a 
woman who 
threatened to 
go insane and 

take her husband with her.

Boardmember 
George 
Coulter 
accused 
boardmember 
Kathleen Sterling 
of attempting to 
gain advancement through vote 
trading.
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