Beautiiul Ceramic Pots

Reg. NOW
6" POTS § 900 § 4.50

8" POTS $17.00 $ 8.50

10" POTS $20.00 $10.00

" PLANTS Reg $17.00 NOW $8.50

SPECIMEN PLANTS Reg $20 00 NOW $10.00

___WAS'HINGTUON’S:, 'B.mIHnAY SALE

At 1/2 PRI CE

6" PLANTS Reg $7.00 NOW $3.50!

PARLOR PALM, Dragor Palm,
Elephant’s Fool, PERSIAN VIOLET,
Rabbit's Foot Fern, Philodendron,
BOSTON FERN.

Dragen Palm, Corn Plant. and
HUGE BOSTON FERNS

PARLOR PALM 1 1/2 2 FT. TALL
DRAGON PALM 2 - 3 F1. TALL

REG NOW
Oak Plant Table $20.00 $10.00
12° Diamater
Brass Tabie
with Glass Top $20.00 $10.00
15" Diameter
= Rattar
Barre!
Table $28.00 $15.00
28 Diameter
Octagon
Cocktail
Table $35.00 $20.00
Polisheo ash
18" Diameter
Dining Table $152.00 $78.50! Octagon Cocklall Table
Pure ivorywood
& W60 L s 200H
Seats ¥
BEST BUY ANYWHERE! TABLE AT THE LOWEST PRICES -
IN SAN DIEGO .
180 E. Washington
3rd & Washington SALE - ENDS
=3 in Hillcrest ONE WEEK . AFTER
Oper 9 AM - 6:30 PM WASHINGTON'S BIRTHDAY—
7 bays A Week MARCH . 1ST
291-0215

¥
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It's surly. H's oufrageous lt's despised and defended. It's those Missett brofhers‘

and their newspaper, the Blade-Tribune of Oceanside, where they

Dlgfor Dirt

on o sunny morni
deadline adren n-
i lln. windowless newsroom of
the duily Blade-Tribune. Reporter Bob
McPhail has just returned from his
early rounds at the Vista jail and the
courthous he's settled behind
his video display terminal to write two
stories betore the 10245 deadline. A
half dozen other reporters are also
making lastminute phone calls and
pounding the keyboards while their
boss, city editor Earl Biederman
barks into a telephone, and his boss.
managing ediior Bill Missett, sits be
fore a video screen and calls across
the room to one of his reporters, ©Hey
Terry, how many inches you got on
the McLeod sto
hi!

“Hey, McPhail, can you give me

tweive [inches| minimum on the
Miller leter?”

¥

Missett returns his attention 1o the
video screen and the front-page o
ries of the day. Biederman, who has
put aside some pressing work, s still
on the phone with PR man Dan Arm
strong from the Oceanside school dis
trict, upbrasding the school spokes
man for trving o withhold o letter
sent 10 the school board by District
Attorney Ed Miller's oftice. The pre
vious day. reporter McPhail had re
quesied @ copy of the letter and was
turned down nif both A
strong and the DAL office. McPhail
had contended that the “L‘w\p.lpv.r was
entitled 1o the letier under the Califor
nia Public Records Act hm |h. schuol

By Neal Matthews and Paul Krueger
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that the letter was personal and there-
fore exempt from the public record
provisions. When McPhail trned o
the D:A’s office a second time and
spokesman Steve Casey again refused
0 release it, McPhail pressed for a
reason why. “You mean ‘go to hell’
isn't good enough for the Blade-
Tribune?"" bantered Casey. “1 guess
you could say that,” McPhail replied,
asking for the D.A. 1o cite the legal
code under which he thought he could
withhold the document. An hour later
Casey had called back and told
McPhail he could have the letter,
which stated that the D.A. wouldn't
prosecute the South Oceanside Fle-
mentary School principal for not re-
porting 1o the proper authorities a
case of suspected sexual child abuse.
The letter also contained a vetled rep-
rimand and advised that the sch~al
board instruct its teachers and adnun-
istrators in the proper procedures for
handimg such cases. When DA,
spokesman Casey called McPhail
back to release the leiter, he told the
reporter, “Ed [Miller] is sick of read-
ing that section [of the records act].”

But city editor Biederman isn't sat-
isfied with that small victory, and he
uses up crucial deadline minutes to
berate school district PR man Arm-
strong. After explaining to Armstrong
how the Biade was able 1o get the let-
ter from Miller, Biederman declares,

“*You tell [the school board's artorney]

that this kind of legal bullshit just

won't cut it around here.” He hangs

we're entitled to something, we'll get
the same nonsense from them.”
Biederman is especially peeved be-
cause the Blade had just 'won a three-
year battle with the city over release
of a police report regarding former

]  Bicderman seconds that. " This is old-
fash

joned journalism.” he says
“We're a content newspaper. We wrile
‘em tight and pack "em in. it's ugly
and packed, but I've never heard any-
one remark that there's nothing in the
naper
Bicderman's nin¢ reporters produce
between twenty-two and twenty-seven
stories each day. Their coverage in-
cludes Oceanside city hall, police,
and schools; Vista ciry hall, cour-
house, and schools; Carlsbad city
hall, police, and schools; Fallbrook;
the San Diego County Board of Su-
pervisors; Camp Pendieton; the utility
ies; and Tri-City Hospital.
Obviously, each reporter has multiple
responsibilities and is required to
write two or three stories every day.
The large metropolitan dailies, where
reporters may write less than one
story per day, consider the Blade o be
a good journalism training ground.
But what most distinguishes the
Blade from almost every other daily
in the county is its relationship to its
host city. Unlike the San Diego Un-
ion, which has historically been an in-
wgral part of the local ruling estab-
lishment, the Blade takes mains o
remain an outsider. Although pub-

Sunday. The case has instigated major
reform in the state’s freedom-of-
information statutes. “Graybeal was
exactly the same as this,” Biederman
fumes. “They fought that
1982, 83, and "84, and with all the
misery the school district has gone
through, they're still saying no. If you
don't break them of the habit, you
have 10 sue ‘em every time. Bill [Mis-
sett] won't settle for no, I won't settle
for no, and the Blade-Tribune won't
settle for no. That's the stand here.”
Self-rij i

currently engaged in a multimiltion-
dollar effort to move into North
County and battle the Blade, us well
as the Times-Advocare, whic s a
broad circulation around Escondido
*Hey, the Union is the big kid from
expiains Tom Missen,
orty-four-year-old publisher of the
Blade and brothes of Bill, the forty-
five-year-old editor, “‘and | don't
blame them for coming up here. I'd
try to do the same thing. They've got
[circulation] problems in their own
back yard, and this is where the
growth is. But this isn’t the first time
they've [targeted North County].
When I came here [in 1967], they had
sales people and classified working in
their office down the street, and
they've come in four or five times, but
not with this magnitude. They may
have easy pickin's elsewhere in north
San Diego County, but we're street
fighters. We're not MBAs, and we
didn't go to Ivy League schouls, bui 1
tell you what — we know how 10 sell
newspapers and we know how to de-
liver the news that people want to
read. We'll kick the Union's ass, and
You can quote me on that.”

Tise Cupicy pupers arc iooking cov-
etously to the north, in part because of
the remarkable success of the two
afternoon dailies, the Blade (circula-
tion 32,000) and the Times-Advocate

{ 36, of E: i

,000)
Circulation for both papers has been
climbing steadily over the last ten
years, bucking the nationwide trend
of afiernoon dailies collapsing in

paper is investing
five million dollars this year in a new
pril press, which will fortify it
for the impending North County
newspaper war.
The soul of the Blade is an anoma-
lous cross between publisher Tom's
business savvy and editor
Bill's leuhlnsle, lule-no—p;mn
journalistic . I's a mix of Tom's
emb!lllmm:ylmtn.a and Bill's dis-
trust of a mm':my of high professional

junk. One minute Bill can be editing a
story about how the city of Oceanside
has been ordered to pay the Blade
$17,300 for attorney’s fees in the

setting Graybeal case (the
moncy is being used 1o establish a
scholarship fund for journalism stu-
dents), and the next .minute he's se-

lecting stories and writing headlines
for the paper's “two-headed-baby
page” This is the back page of the
front section, which has been de.
scribed by county supervisor Paul
Fckert. s friend of the paner. as can.
taining “every depravity of human life
in the world — not just in the Western
Hemusphere, the world!" I displays
short wire service stories on execu-
tions, axc murders, child molestation,
distant catastrophes, and other i
of ghoulish interest. It's where Bill
wrote the headline, “Touchy, touchy.”
over the item about a man who killed
his bride on their wedding night after
she'd laughed at his manhood.
*Herpes-infecied monkey stolen from

i “Youngsters beat deaf-
mute boy to death’; *Coed killer exe-
cuted as his mom waiches”; and
“‘Morgue workers cremate wrong
body™ are a few of the page’s recent
offerings. “When guys go to the bar
down the street after work, they're not
talking about the Meese nomination
or the Helsinki Accords,” says Bill

fended by that stuff, you don’t have to
read it.” _
Publisher Tom Missett is also a

g
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put ourselves up on z pedestal, the
First Amendment, the Fourth Estate

whatever. But if the dogs don't like
it, save yourself the time and energy.”

The rock ‘em. sock 'em stylc of the
Rlade ix pertect five Oceancide 2 toun
where the dogs like to wrangle as
much as they like 1o read abow the
wrangling. If's a town where crime
was rampant for ten years and the an-
nual Fourth of July riots became leg-
endary. It's a town where gangs of
transvestites stiil roam the streets on
military paydays. A town where vio-
lence takes on & particular viciousness
due 10 the physical vitality of the
young Marines who scem to be the
victims on paydsy weekends, and the

pep on P .
Its proximity to the San Onofre nu-
clear power has led to contro-
versy. lis beautiful beaches are erod-
ing into the sea, and the town fathers
have split into two camps that beat
each other into paralysis over how to
solve the erosion problem. Its politi-
cal campaigns are mud baths, and its
image, as officially stated in a city-
funded report, is considered negative

spised.

“There's a dark cloud hanging over
the city of Oceanside,” remarks
county Paul Eckert, “and
it's Bill Missctt creating it.” Eckent's

problem. “It's a well-run, well-
paper; Bill Missett's the

won the election, against the endorse-
ment of the Blade, Missett called him
up and “demanded™” that he fire Jon
Jontig, then-director of the North
County bus system. I told him, “You
rum youry husineee and 11 man mine
says Eckert, ““and we haven't talked
much since.”™

“I'm sorry Mr. Ecken feels of-
fended that an editor calls him and
gives him input.” replies Misset
“But the board eventually did fire
Jontig. And my calling the supervisor
isn't why Eckert dislikes Bill Mis
seit”

Indeed, aside from the strong ex
ception the supervisor takes to almost
every editorial Missett writes about
him, and the fact that they disagree on
almost every issue, Eckert is still

- smiting from what editor Missent

claims was a computer glitch that
mangled  story about Eckert during
the 1978 campaign. “It was purely
and simply a computer error.” says
Missett. Eckert siill howls incredu
lously when he hears that explanation
The story appeared on the front page
of the second section under the head-
line, “Eckert's first political step a big
one.” It was a sandard candidate’s
profile, but several peragraphs near
the end of the story somehow got
transposed with a story about gonzo
j list Hunter S. Thomp
‘which had run a few days earlier. The
transition into the Thompson section
is fairly smooth, but the quotations
are -

outrageous:

“A North County residem for 25
years, Eckert, 43, has served as a
member in various chamber of com-
merce groups and is a member of the
Greater a comic character and still
trying to deal with my editors and pay
my bills . . . No American writer has
«ever been through anything like this, I
ask for your sympaihy. . .

** *What is your favorite place in the
us”™

Wild Turkey out of the bottle, and be
admired by the police. . .
" 'Why cid you come here to-

ny

“ “Tb get some coke money.' *'

‘The entire press run of about
25,000 papers hit the streets with the
story like that. Blade editors called
Eckert and profusely apologized, and
ran the complete (corrected) story the

fcontinued on page 12/
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Teontinued from page 1)
next day. “'If he thinks we compro-
mised the iniegrity of the newspaper
on purpose,” says Missett, “he
delusions of grandeur™

Like Eckert, Oceanside Mayor
Larry Bagley also believes the Blade
does not accurately reflect the city. He
repeats the politician’s common com-
plaint thar “a lot of good things hap-
pen in this city that never get reported
in the Blude: Bagley says the recent
city image study is proof that the
newspaper paints a distorted picture
of Oceanside. *The number-one neg-
ative image of Oceanside, according
to the repon, is crime.” says the
mayor. “But the crime rate here has
been falling for two years, and now
we're not the highest in crime any-
more, we're sixth or seventh highest
[in the county]. But people still per-
ceive us as high crime, because the
newspaper gives thai false impres-
sion

Bill Missett admits that the paper
has emphasized crime coverage in the

Thatcher sees
slow progr

1

s blamed for LT

o~

€33

past, but takes strong exception to the
idea that his pqrr u creating a false
impression. d Larry Bagley
take his wife and hds down to the pier
at night? No, he would not, because

g
improved dramaticaily, but it's be-
cause "ve embarrassed city into
doing something about it." Misset
says that in the mid-1970s Oceanside
city officials, inciuding then-city
manager Larry Bagley, wouldn't ad-
mit that & senuus crime problem ex-
n, “so we rubbed their
Missent says. Readers got
a daily dose of drug pushers. prostitu-
tion, assault, and murder on the front
page. Local observers of the Blade
say that this intense crime coverage
was the beginning of the estrangement
between city government and the
newspaper. “The Old Guard that used
10 run things here owns all the down-
town junk and wented downtown to
stay the way it was,” says Melba
Bishop, a former city councilwoman
who was defeated by Larry Bagley
last spring in & close mayoral election.
(The Blade endorsed Bishop in that
contest.) ““The Missetts aren't popular
with that crowd because the newspa-
per takes on crime and exposes ihe
seamy side of Oceanside. and the peo-
ple who were becoming rich off it

Bishop contends that the paper does

1 Selhﬁ(ks

portray the community accurately. I
used to think they created the image
problem, but in politics you soon find
out that Oceanside doesn’t need help
from the Blade to create a bad im-
age.” she says. "Oceanside is a feisty
town, and the feistiness is a good
thing, but the city council fights it
rather than using it to their advantage.
The city attempts to put a id on it,
and that's what creates the bad image.
The Blade won't let that lid be put on;
they'll print it or die.”*

Until they recently agreed to recon-
cile, bad blood had existed between
Mayor Bagley and Tom Missett.stem-
ming from an incident that occurred
at city hall in 1983. The incident also
demonstrates the ferociousness of
Oceanside politics. One day Mayor
Bagley and Councilwoman Bishop,
along with another city councilwo-
man, were sitting in the city attorney’s
office discussing yet another caustic
Blade editorial demanding the release
of the Graybeal police report. One of
those present says that Bagley gol an-
gry and sai somellnng like, “They
want a police report? They want it re-
leased? I'll .show ‘em a released po-
lice report!™ Whereupon he stormed
into his own office and returned with
& police report on Tom Missett. Bag-
ley read the report aloud to the other
people present. It concerned an inci-

dent at the nearby Hungry Hunier res-
taurant a couple of years earlier in
which a patron called the police in or-
der to have Tom Missett move his car.
Missett’s car had been double-parked.
Missett wasn't arrested and describes
the incident as inconsequential, but
once he found out that Bagley had
gotten the report and read it to other
people. he was livid. “Those are Ge-
stapo tactics,” he says now. *'1 shoulda
sued him.” i
Bagley blanches and becomes reti-
cent when the affair is brought up in
an interview, bu. acknowledges that
he did indeed read the report aloud.
When asked how he obtained the re-
port, he replies, “For some years the
police department forwarded certain
police reports 10 city hail.” He says
the practice has been stopped.
oday, entire city blocks lie
flattened in the” heart of
Oceanside, waiting 1o be res-
urrected in a redevelopment effort;
the crime rate has dropped so low that
the Marine Corps withdrew its mili-
tary police from downtown earlier
this year. Mavor Bagley now defies
people even to find the “teaderloin
district.” But Bill Missett elaims that
between First and Ninth streets. and
irom Hill Street to the ocean, he has
recently counted seventcen bars,
seven businesses selling liquor. three

sex-and-violence movie theaters, and
two topless juke joints still thriving.
And that's too much seediness for his
taste. “I've had a decp sense of moral
outrage over what downtown Ocean-
side has represented,” Missett ex-
plains. “My prodding has raised the
consciousness of the people of this
city to do something about it "

The newspaper clearly has a pater-
nal attitude toward Oceanside and the

and readers (judging by the lively
[ he-editor section) complai

that the paper — and specifically Mis-
sett — appoints itself guardian of the
people and then hounds certain indi-
viduals and issues to death. Few local
leaders have escaped Missett’s edito-
rial wrath, and hc has been unrelent-
ing in his criticism of nuclear power,
the trash-to-energy plant proposed for
San Marcos, the bullet train, and myr-

iad other ideas and issues. His recent
editorial on the minor controversy in-
volving the Oceanside city manager
Suzanne Foucault bringing her infant
to work was entitled, *Foucault affair
shows small minds at work,” and in-
cluded this line: “It was dealt with in
the usual sophomoric fashion which
Oceanside frequently engages”” At
one point in 1975, Missett got up be-
fore the city council and asked the
majority of them o resign. “When

Supervisor Paiel Eckert

they [lhe Mlsseus] ‘want 10 run a
mewspaper,” comments Mayor Bagley,
“they do a pretty good job. But whcn
they try to run the city, they do a lousy
job." Even his own brother, Tom, says
he can't figure out what Bill favors,
other than freedom of information.
“Bill's not in favor of anybody.”
cracks Tom, chuckling with both
irony and brotherly pride. 1 told him
he'd have a hard time endorsing Jesus
Christ, there'd be something in his
past he'd find fault with.” Depending
on your outlook, Bill Missett either
personifies the highest ideals of a free
and rambunctious press, or provides a
clear example of why the public has
soured on the excesses of the Fourth
Emtc Missett defends his strong edi-
ial denunciations of peliticians by
:.symg. *I think I have a low tolerance
for incompetence . We haven't
hounded anyone that didn’t deserve
hounding. I can’t think of any inno-
cent victims of the Blade-Tribune

he Missetts' attitude toward

journalism must have some-

thing to do with their South-
e upbringing. They seem to have
also soaked up the storied Southern
gentility, @ measure of redneck row-
dyism, and a strong sense of right and
wrong. Their father, sev three-
year-old Bill, Sr., is a lifelong news-
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paperman. who still writes editorials
for the Howard newspaper chain. He
became editor and publisher of the
T000-circulation Suffolk, Virginia
News-Herald in 1942. Though the
boys weren't encouraged by their par-
ents to enter the newspaper business,
they both gravitated to it, starting with
delivery routes and then working a se-
ries of jobs in the mailroom, the
pressroom, on the linotype machines,
and in the advertising depariment
everywhere but behind a typewriter.

om was a born salesman who

showed business sense imme-

diately, appointing himself
assistant circuldtion manager at age
eight and eventually becoming bona
fide classified advertising manager in
1961. Bill always liked associating
with the reporters, and although he
was an advanced reader and showed
early writing skills. ke never pictured
himseif a writer. He entered Virginia
Tech as a geological engineering ma-
jor but flunked out two years later.
(Still sensitive over his failure as a
student, Bill pointedly notes that he
has an IQ of 138.) He joined the navy
in 1959,

While Tom was advancing swiftly
on the business side of journalism,
Bill had no choice but to enter the edi-
iwnial side. While he wzs in boot camp
in San Diego. it was discovered that
the twenty-year-old Virginian had

cleven years of newspaper experience
He was drafted onto the statt ol
base newspaper at the Naval
Center. and cventually he was sel
through thee navy s well-regarded jour
nalism school in Michigan. He spent
the rest of his hitch editing the base
newspaper in Roosevelt Roads. Puerto
Rico.

By 1963, when Bill got out of the
navy. his father had been hired by Bob
Howard as editor and publisher of the
Casper. Wyoming Star and Tribune.
(He later merged them into a single
morning paper.) Tom had already
moved in as classified advertising
manager. **1 doubled [classified] busi-
ness the first year.” says Tom, a man
of easy self-assurance, “and 1 dou-
bled it again the second year.” Bill
joined Tom and their father in Casper,
starting as a summer replacement re-
porter and filling in on several differ-
ent assignments. Eventually both of
the brothers were promoted to the
Howard-owned Hammond Times in
Indiana, just across the state line from
East Chicago. Tom was twenty-three,
and his ambition to be a publisher was
well known. Bill was twenty-four, and
he immediately became the fair-
haired boy of the newsroom. He was a
rewrite man, an investigative reporter,
and a featurs writer under city editor
Clint Wilkinson, a veteran of Chicago
and Detroit metropolitan journalism,
who became Bill's mentor. Hammond
is where Bill developed his taste for
aggressive reporting. “The wild law-
lessness of Lake County was incredi-
ble,” he recalls. *“This is where John
Dillinger made the gun out of soap
and faked his way out of jail . 5

There was sa much crime that the Re
publican party hired

paid vour city
500 and you got to be a
fireman: $1500 and you got o be a
policeman.” Missett worked 1s a side-
kick to the private eye for months, un-
der cover, using rifle microphones
and telephoto lenses to expose drug,
betting, and numbers rack
sas a real kick-ass papes
beams
In April of 1967 Tom was elevated
by Bob Howard from his position as
advertising manager at the Hammond
Times to publisher of the 7000-
circulation Blade-Tribune in Ocean-
side. He was only twenty-six and had
never been west of Wyoming, but al-
ready he had about cighteen years of
newspaper experience. 1l tell you
what kind of guy Bob Howard i,
says Tom. **1 come out here and meet
with him the first part of April. He
says, 'l just bought this paper. and |
want you to build a new building, con-
vert to offset cold type, and, uh, you
handle it besides running the busi-
ness.” That was in April. | spent an-
other fifteen minutes with him in July,
and I'd been in this building five
months before I ever saw him agai
He g-m all his publishers foral auton-
. Hes got newspapers he
luml been in in twelve years. He's
got publishers that forgot what he
looks like. He's never called me up
mdslkl ‘ldlnk:yuuhendunemll
or that” ** Howard, an intensely pri-
vate pemn. declined to be inter-
viewed for this story. But according 1o
publisher John Armstrong of the rival

Escondido Times-Advocate {(which is
owned by the Chicago Tribune Com
pany). Howard “is a very astute news
man known for keeping tight tabs on
the finances’ of his newspapers.

Tom Misselt has obviously picased
Howard w|l|\ his ambitious rketing
ys fellow publisher Arm-
“Tom Missett has been a
r of the pack in creating adver
tising vehicles the La Costan,
This Week [a mailer that goes (o every
area household not subscribing (o one
of the newspapers]. the Citizen, the
Scour.” Armstrong visited the Blade
two years ago and had Missetl show
him the paper’s computerized mailing
system. Tom Misseut is a nationally
recognized authority on marketing
newspapers through the mail. He es-
tablished a computerized system that
includes every address in coastal
North Courty. a system which con-
stantly . updates subscriber/non-
subscriber lists, and allows the paper
o target particular households in
complex newspaper marketing
schemes. Armstrong says Missett al-
lowed him to borrow some of the
Blade's best mail-marketing ideas.

When Tom came to Oceanside in
1967, Bill was back at the Casper
Star-Tribune working as state editor.
He'd established a state-wide system
of community news reporters and was
beginning to hanker for more action.
“I missed the excitement, the raw sort
of quality of Hammond-area news,”
he says. *Deep down, I was itching to
sink my teeth into a good exposé.” A

managing editor. Though he had

qualms about working directly for his
younger brother, "I jumped at the
chance.” recalls Bill. As a sailor he'd
loved Southern California and had
longed 10 return. One of the first

lm \E‘m\l_hk of two prominent local
families, having banled unsatisfacto
rily in a political forum, mmlmb in
front of city hall, literally spitting on
cach ather. He knew immediately it
was a iown for his kind of journalism.
Though Tom is younger by eighteen
months, he's technically Bill's boss.
“There's a lot of negatives about hav-
ing your brother work for you, or
working for your brother,” Tom ex-
plains, “but one of the positives is
that 1 can scream at him and kick his
ass and he won't quit or take me to
court. And he can do the same with
me."As is common with brothers,
there are vast differsnces between the
two men. Tom is a Republican, Bill is
a registered Independent. Tom
thought the buliet train would have
been the best thing that could happen
1o Oceanside (where it would make its
only beachfront stop between Los
Angeles and San Diego). Bill was op-
posed 1o it on environmental groynds
Tom favors the use of nuclear energy,
Bill harbors deep misgivings. Tom is
a past president of the chamber of
commerce, Bill is a champion body
surfer whose favorite chums are fel-
low beach nuts. “We balance each
other out real well,” says Bill. “He
keeps me in check, and I keep him
plugged into reality.”” The brothers say
that Tom's only power in the news-
room, aside from helping to set pol-

'n:y. is final say over the editorials.

That editorial, T have 1o believe in
i Tom explains. “And 1 have 10 de-
fend it. See, most of my news people
put in a long hard day, and arc proba
bly lh\. hardest- umr in" news people
that b £ the

But when | take
and leave here, not so much now as in
the old days, I'm going to a cha ber
of commerce sundowner or a
event, this or that, and I'm taikin’
people who read the newspaper. And [
have 1o be able 1o stand up and say,
“Yeah, that’s exactly how I feel' |
don’t want to go out and represent
Bill’s idea of what should be what.
But as a consequence, the editorials
are a compromise. He'll write it first,
and I'll edit it, and sometimes we'll sit
in here and just bang heads. But as a
consequence of it the reader gels a
damn good, we'l-balanced editorial ™

ormer reporters and critics of

the paper say that Bill's anti-

nuclear sentiments have col-
ored the paper's news coverage of San
Onaotre. “Bill was basically out to get
the goods on San Onofre,” says Larry
Parsons, a reporter who, until his de-
parture in 1981, covered the utility
companies for the Blade. (Parsons
now works for a newspaper in Salinas
California.)"The city editor also
made it clear that San Onofre was her
major target. They ran everything
about SDG&E big — every rate hike.”
Missent freely states his deep suspi-
cion of the plant. “The thing that
trned my head around was when we
found out that they'd installed the 420-
ton reactor vessel 180 degrees out of
true, und didn't discover it for a year,"

he says. When the Blade first pub

fished this story in 1978, it made na.

tional headlines. 1 said, “What the

hell is going on up there!” It really

pushed my antinuciear buttons.”
The Biad:

acts at San Onofre, and
who was able i produce a series of
important storics about the plant. The
previously unknown (and potentially
active) Christianitos fault just off the
coast from the plant was first reported
in the Blade, as was the discovery of
huge hollow caverns directly beneath
Unit I1. Davis's coverage of San Ono-
fre and other environmenial issues
eventually landed him a job in 1980 as
Sacramento lobhyist for a coalition of
environmental groups. “Anybody can
look at their gas bill and see the folly

of San Onofre,” says Misselt
Like most small-town papers, the
Biade has hired, fired, burned out, or
been raided (by the metropolitan dai-
lies) for dozens upon dozens of re-
porters. In the last three years, since
city editor Earl Biederman moved
over 10 Oceanside from the Times-
Advocaie, the reportorial staff has
completely turned over three times.
“A lot of peaple have quit, and a lot
have been fired,” says Biederman, “1
wanted o luii into a stepping
stone 10 the dailies” In that hc has
un-

the more sedate T, Advocare as
th miserable fourteen months
of my life” Times-Advocate editor
Will Corbin calls Biederman *
body’s quintessential first city editor,
and he thinks we're a bunch of quiche

calers.

One former Blade reporter, Bill
Olsen, says he resigned from the pa
per last November because Bicder
man forced him to compromise his
ethical standards regarding a story on
alleged sex abuse at South Oceanside
Elementary School. Oceanside police
had investigated a mother’s contention
that her girl had been fondled by a
teacher, and the cops had asked the
district attorney to consider filing
charges against the school’s principal
for not properly reporting the incident
o authorities. But the police would
not tell Blade reporter Olsen specific
details about the alleged sexual abuse,
because the cops felt the teacher had
not really committed a crime. Still,
Olsen was able to get details of the
cident, on an “'off the record” bas
from an anonymous source. “OFff the
record” to Olsen in this case meant
that the information was not to be pub-
lished. (There exists within journal
ism today divergent opinions regard-
ing the meaning of “off the record.”
Some reporters and editors consider it
to mean the information will not be
i others believe it means the

Th

like a previous city editor, doesn't de-
mand five stories a day from his small
staff of reporters, the paper is still re-
ferred to as a “sweat shop™ m:d

“Marine Corps of newspapers” by
former reporiers. Biederman de-
scribes his tenure as Sunday editor at

mfarmllmn can be published, but not
attributed to named sources.)

On deadline last November M.
Olsen was wriling the story about the
district attorney entering the case, and
he says he was told by Biederman that

(continued on page '6)
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Olsen says he
quickly called all his sources trying to
get that informatian “*on the record.”
it didn’t succeed. *So | put it in the
1 and 1 had been
d for my

having probler
job if T'd said no
Olsen resigned. 1 decided
be poor with my scruples ||| an drop
my ethics for their paycheck” he
says

“No, I did nor demand that he use
information he'd felt he'd gotten off
the record.” replies Biederman, who
otherwise praises Olsen’s skills as a
reporter. Biederman says he also got
the same information, off the record.
from the same source. *“We had this
question, “Why did the mother go to
the nalice™ The nolice wouldn't talk
about it, but we found out from [a
source]. You have to remember. .
there was more than one child and
more than one incident and more than
one year”" Biederman felt the public
should know that, given that the po-
lice had decided no crime had been
committed. Both Biederman and Bill
Missett say Olsen didn't raise objec-
tions while the story was being edited.
To Biederman, it comes down 1o a dif-
fering definition of "off the record.
“There's ethics and then there’s
ethics.” Biederman explains, ~Some
guys are just consumed by erhics, and
it hampers them in doing an effective,
ethical job.”

According to other journalists, the

Strawberries

Now you can have deliclous strawberries
nbdwhrh'lonllme...mmwmyour

“is that you uni g0 Im\
s news source] next we
iederman counters that his and
Missett’s style doesn't necessarily
mean that ail bridges o sources arc
burned. “11ell my reporters that noth-
ing is w deter them from doing their
job: get it, check it, print it. If you get
it, you win, if you don’t, you lose. But
you go face that [source] the next
morning. go out of your way to face
him. give him a crack at you. And de-
fend your work. Some reporters are
good at that, others aren’t. Sure news
SOUrCes pe ad at you, but you have
10 help them get over it

Missett has a slightly different per-
spective on the question of how the
paper’s style affects its relationship
with sources. “Being nice to news
sources isn't what we're about,” he
says. “They need us as much as we
need them. if you're going (o be
Kissimg somcbody’s ass all the time,
you're nev be able to siep
back and kick it.

One subject of a Blade news story
who will never get over her run-in
mlh the p.npu is Millie Hardwick, an

¢ ide real estate agen! who ran
1976, It was Feb-

counct
mar) 17, 1976,
never forget that date if |
thousand. Hardwick blames ihe
Blade-Tribune for causing her hus-
band 10 have a massive heart attack
that day, and considers the paper re-
sponsible for his subsequent open
heart surgery. I he dies as a result of
that open heart surgery, I'll sue

plmtmm

them,” she declarcs

Al a candidates’ community forum
on that February cvening Hardwick
Blade reporter came

dent that occurred years carlier in
which her hushand evicied a
Marine and his wife and child from an
apartment the Hardwicks owned. The
Marinc had sued, and won. and the
H!_udr had writien siworics about the af-
fair. 1 wld the reporter it had hap-
pened mine vears ago, and that it was
my husband who was sued” says
Hardwick. “1 asked, “Please, please.
most importantly, my husband has a
very bud heant. please don't mention
it 1o him* But the reporter went right
over there and asked him. It was an
overt, malicious act, and it literally
gave my hushand a hean attack £
He’s been invalid ever since.”

“I'm pot going 10 cop 1o causing
any heart attacks,” says editor Bill
Missett. **1don't belicve that what we
reporied occurring had anything to do
with Mr. Hardwick's staie of health. It
had been a real ugly eviction scene.

- . They'd put = voung Marine our
on the street. Any lime an individual
runs for office, their history should be
an open book

Blade reporicr Bob McPhail says
he’s stayed and succeeded at the paper
because “the Blade might not always
be right, but the instincts of the edi-
fors are ninety-nine out of a hundred
times correct. And the spirit of the p-—
per s — it feels a responsibility for

ordered McPhail to reveal his news

e for some of the information
he'd reported. The newspaper spent
$6000 fighting the court’s subpoena
eporter’s nole

authorities from
compelling news organizations 1o re
veal unpublished  informati
Though the judge sentenced McPhail
10 jail for contempt, the sentence was
overturned on appeal. 1 reccived un-
qualificd support the publisher
on down " says Mc| |

he scrappiness and effective

ness of the Blude's editorial

staff is about 1o be tested by
the northward advance of the Copley
press. After two years of planning,
t of several million dol-
Diego Union is doubling
its. North County reportorial staff to
ten (it will print both North County
coastal and North Co
tions), and the Tribune is also sending
up reinforcements. With the big guns
massing on his southern flank, pub-
lisher Tom Missett professes o wel-
come the competition. He claims he
« plan A actinnhut won't
-..q :nuly how he's going 1o combat
the invaders from the south. “*Compe-
tition is always good for a newspa-
per.” he declares. “*But their ten re-

.. .. How am | going to fight
them?" Misset’s own question brings
forth a mischievous grin. *'1'm hitting
the sircets with forty more reporters
and a hundred ad salesman, mdyuu
can quoic me on that.™
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SAN DIEGO: 5115 Linda Vista Rd, 297-4216
BONITA: 2434 Bonita Rd. 425-5020

Open 7 days a week — 9 am to 6 pm
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If youneed
an auto loan,
we'll give you

the green.
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Annual Percentage Rat= loans on new cars (late
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You can get a quick decision on your loan. Or
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